
                                             Typhlops (Blind snake) 

Classification :  

Kingdom : Animalia  

Phylum   :  Chordata 

Class       :  Reptilia 

Order     : Squamata 

Family   : Typhlopidae 

Genus    :  Typhlops 

 

Characteristics : 

 Typhlops, or blind snakes, are fascinating, small, burrowing snakes that feed on 

ants and termites, with reduced, light-sensitive eyes and shovel-like heads for 

digging. 

 Size and Body: Blind snakes are small, slender, and earthworm-like, with 

smooth, shiny, overlapping scales that are thick and provide protection.  

 Eyes: Their eyes are vestigial, meaning they are reduced and covered by 

protective scales, though some species can detect light and dark.  

 Snout: The rostral scale, located on the snout, is enlarged and overhangs the 

mouth, forming a shovel-like structure ideal for burrowing.  

 Jaws: They have teeth in the upper jaw but lack the dislocatable lower jaw 

articulations common in other snakes, which limits their prey to small insects.  

 Tail: The tail typically ends with a small, horn-like scale.  

 The Brahminy blind snake is exclusively female, and it lays eggs that are self-

activated in development rather than fertilized. Even if only one were left, it 

could create a new population. 

 Blind snakes are non-venomous. 

 

 

 

 

For further details, link 

 

https://a-z-animals.com/animals/blind-snake/


Habit 

 Burrowing: Blind snakes are fossorial, spending most of their lives 

underground. They are nocturnal and come out of their burrows primarily to find 

food or mates.  

 Defense: When threatened or captured, they may release a foul-smelling material 

from their vent, wiggle violently, or even poke an attacker with their tail spine.  

 Reproduction: Most species are oviparous (egg-laying), though some can give 

birth to live young. Some species, like the Brahminy blind snake, are unique in 

being unisexual, with all individuals being female and reproducing through 

parthenogenesis. 

 

Habitat 

 Location: Blind snakes are distributed across the tropical and subtropical regions 

of Africa, Asia, Australia, and the Americas.  

 Environment: They thrive in a variety of environments, including moist forests, 

dry jungles, and urban and agricultural areas.  

 Specific Areas: They are commonly found in soft, moist soils, within ant and 

termite nests, under logs, rocks, and in piles of humus or wet leaves.  

 Factors: Their presence and distribution are influenced by soil moisture and 

temperature.  


